
Year 7 Catch-up premium strategy 2019-2020 
 

The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives schools additional funding to support Year 7 students 

who did not achieve the expected standard in reading or maths at the end of KS2. As a generic special 

school, it is infrequent that our incoming students have reached the standard set as desired progress by the 

Department for Education in literacy and numeracy.  

At Co-op Academy Southfield, progress is measured during the academic year following a baseline 

assessment, and targets for progress are set for each individual student, in line with their Education, Health 

& Care Plan.  

 

Review of 2018-2019 strategy 

For 2018-2019, our allocation was £14,500. The funding was spent on additional staffing to enable a number 

of strategies to become embedded within the Year 7 Learning to Learn curriculum for our current Year 7 

cohort, with particular emphasis on speaking and listening, reading and writing, and number.  

 

From arrival in September 2018 to July 2019, 92.31% of students made expected progress or better than 

expected progress in writing, 96.15% in reading, and 92.31% in number. 

 

2019-2020 strategy 

 

For 2019-2020, our allocation is £19,000. It is intended that the funding will be spent on additional staffing 

to enable the new Year 7 cohort to participate fully in a variety of strategies, with particular emphasis on 

speaking and listening, reading and writing, and number.  

Small group work and individualised learning strategies have been proven to make a difference to progress. 

Strategies used are reviewed on an ongoing basis, and where a strategy is deemed no longer appropriate for 

a student, alternative strategies are used to maximise each student’s progress. 

The Year 7 curriculum includes a very practical, functional approach to Maths/number, using, for example, 

snack time to exchange and ‘pay’ for healthy snacks.  

 

Intervention strategies 

Teacher-led differentiated reading small groups 
three times per week 

Using money in practical situations, e.g. 
classroom café 

Purchase and use of Clicker 7 ICT resource Differentiated/personalised workboxes 

Big mack/Switch use Individualised literacy/numeracy tasks for each 
student 

Boardmaker symbol support Sports and games using numbers and written 
instructions 

A reading slot in the main library per week 1:1 time 

Sensory story sessions Individual target setting 

Reading in practical situations, e.g. recipe cards in 
Lifeskills, menu in classroom café 

Communication sessions – with alternatives 
such as visual symbols, use of PECS and use of 
Makaton etc 

 

 


