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Independent advice, 
support and information 
for parents of children 
starting at a new 
secondary school
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Bradford Choice 
Advice Service

Barnardo’s values
 ■ respecting the unique worth 

of every person

 ■ encouraging people to fulfil 
their potential

 ■ working with hope

 ■ exercising responsible stewardship.



Choice Advice Service
Starting at a new secondary school is an 
important time in every child’s life. When 
children start Year 6, they will receive an 
application form and a guidance booklet 
about secondary schools from Bradford 
Children’s Services.

The booklet gives information about the 
application process, the schools in the 
Bradford District and the different rules that 
the local authority and schools use to decide 
who to give places to.

The whole process can be quite complicated 
and to help families with this, the Council 
has provided funds for ‘Choice Advice’.

In Bradford, this service is provided by 
Barnardo’s Parent Partnership Service. The 
Choice Adviser offers free, impartial help 
and support to parents at this time.

The Choice Adviser works with primary 
schools and early years settings during the 
summer term and meet with parents of year 
5 children to talk about what happens when 
it is time to apply for a secondary school. 
The Choice Adviser can also spend time with 
individual parents to help them with this.

When do I need to start 
thinking about choosing a 
secondary school for my child?
Application forms and information 
for parents for secondary schools are 
available from September. The application 
information for Reception places will be 
available in mid-November. The deadline 
for secondary applications is 31 October. 
the deadline for Reception applications is 
15 January.

What if I miss the deadline?
Getting the form in on time is very 
important, especially if you have put a 
popular school as one of your preferences. 
Sending the form in late may limit your 
choice of school.

Can I choose any school?
Although we talk about choice, parents 
only have the right to express preferences 
for schools they want their child to go to. 
Parents can list up to three preferences 
for secondary school on one form or apply 
on line. Children’s Services will always 
try to give parents one of their preferred 
schools, but sometimes this isn’t possible 
if there are more applications than there 
are places If you want to find out more, 
contact the Admissions Team at Education 
Bradford or the Choice Adviser at the 
Parent and Young People’s Partnership 
Service (PYPPS).

What are my chances 
of getting the school I want?
The guidance booklet gives information 
on the different rules each school have 
to decide who are given places. It is 
important to understand these when 
applying for a place. If any of your 
preferred schools are church schools, you 
will need to fill in the school’s application 
form as well as the Children’s Services 
form. The Choice Adviser at the PYPPS 
can offer advice on all of this. The Choice 
Adviser’s phone number can be found on 
the back of this leaflet.

How do I know which schools 
are best for my child?
During September all secondary schools 
have open evenings for parents to look 
around the school and ask questions. 
Think about what you want to know about 
the school before you visit. If you can’t 
get to the open evenings, you can ask the 
Choice Adviser for information about the 
schools to help you to make a choice. Most 
primary schools do not have open days so 
you would need to make arrangements to 
visit individual schools.

What can I do if I don’t get the 
school I want?
Education Bradford will write to tell you 
which school your child has been given on 
1 March. If you haven’t got the school you 
wanted, some schools keep waiting lists or 
you can appeal to an independent appeal 
panel. If you decide to appeal, the Choice 
Adviser can help you through the process. 
Reception places are allocated in April.


