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28th August 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I am writing to you as we get ready to re-open Co-op Academy Southfield to all students next Monday, to 
give you some key information about the arrangements that we are putting into place to protect your child’s 
safety. 
 
Since the start of lockdown in March, when I closed the school as a precautionary measure for the safety of 
our most vulnerable children, there is now considerable scientific evidence that shows that children are much 
less likely to contract, carry or pass on this coronavirus. In a recent Public Health England study into Covid 
19 cases in schools, it was demonstrated that only 30% of cases involved transmission by children, in fact 
the majority of cases had originated with adults in the wider community. Also it is now clear that not only are 
children much less likely to catch Covid 19, but also that they almost always have a mild illness if they do 
contract the virus.  
 
For this reason the government has made it clear that children will suffer more harm in the longer term if they 
continue to miss out on schooling, which is why we are expecting all children to return on Monday 7th 
September, unless they are medically unfit to do so. 
 
I would like to draw to your attention that recent studies by children’s health experts have shown that, in 
addition to the well-known three main Covid 19 symptoms of: new persistent cough, high temperature and 
loss of smell or taste, there are also a number of alternative symptoms that children may present, these 
include: 

 sore throat,  
 headache,  
 nasal congestion,  
 muscle pain,  
 lack of energy,  
 loss of appetite 

(Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html) 
In addition it has been suggested by medical researchers in France that 45% of children with C19 do not 
show any symptoms at all, and do not become unwell. 
 
For this reason we are taking very significant precautions to keep children and staff safe when they return to 
school: 

1. Staff will be wearing face coverings as they move about the building throughout the school day. 
2. Children who are able to put on and take off face coverings independently will be encouraged to do 

so in communal areas outside their own classrooms. School will provide these masks. 
3. Every classroom will have a handwashing station that is used before and after each activity change, 

and children and adults will routinely wipe down equipment before and after they use it, this will also 
teach children about keeping up good hygiene practice when they are at home, to protect family 
members. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html
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4. School dinners will be eaten in a socially distanced arrangement that we have been using during the 
lockdown for the children of Key Workers. 

5. When arriving and leaving on PTS transport, or being dropped off and picked up by parents, the 
children will use four different entrances, in order to keep them separated in what we are calling ‘home 
groups’ that will form “bubbles” for the purposes of ‘track and trace’ investigations. 

6. During the school day class groups will only mix with a restricted group of other students in their ‘home 
groups’ to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus by ‘asymptomatic’ children. 

7. We have relaxed the school uniform rules so that children can wear their own clothes if necessary, in 
order to allow for more regular (daily is ideal) washing of clothes worn to school. 

8. Anything that is brought in to school by children or families such as medicines, feeds, pads, bags for 
respite, etc will be collected in and treated with a disinfectant ‘mist’ before it is allowed to be sent into 
classes or elsewhere in the school. 

9. Visitors to the school will be restricted to essential health and therapy services and social care staff, 
with all other contacts being carried out by Zoom/MS Teams/Google Meet/Skype etc. Annual Review 
meetings will be offered as socially-distanced or by digital media. 

10. If a child shows signs of being unwell we will call parents or nominated carers to come and collect 
their child from school, and keep them safe in an isolation room until then. This will form part of a new 
Home-School Agreement that we will send out in the first week back to school. 

 
Only this week the government issued new guidance to schools about the arrangements for any future ‘local 
lockdowns’, and it is clear that from September 7th onwards children who go to special schools will be 
expected to continue going to school in all circumstances, unless they are unwell or isolating as a result of a 
‘test and trace’ event. This should give you confidence if you are preparing to go back to work, that we are 
being asked to plan for continuous service provision, even if there are local ‘spikes’ in the rate of infection. 
 
We are aware that some distress has been caused by rumours about children being taken to hospital to be 
tested for Covid 19 - I can assure you there is no truth in these wild speculations. If we think a child needs to 
be tested for C19 we will contact their parents and expect that you will be in charge of any such arrangements; 
we only ask that you inform us of the outcome. 
 
Our staff return for two training days before the children are back to school and I expect that each class team 
will make contact with you directly, to answer any questions you may have; please bear with us as we try to 
get back to something close to ‘normal’ for the benefit of all of our students. This is unknown territory for all 
of us, but I am sure that if we work together and communicate often, then it will be possible to get our very 
special children back into learning and having fun at Southfield again! 
 

 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Dominic Wall - Headteacher 
 
 

 


